
Years 1 to 6 took part in our 2017 Christmas Nativity production of ‘Straw and       

Order’ at St Luke’s Church in Gillingham. The children looked fantastic in their  

costumes.  They headed down the aisle – cows, sheep, cool shepherds, angels, 

inn keepers, citizens, judges—all looking excited and confident. The performance 

was full of modern day carols depicting the Nativity and celebrating the birth of  

Jesus. We all enjoyed beautiful solos from Jacob, Ormorinsola, Lara and Mia.  

This was an outstanding performance. Mr Johnson’s hard work during recent 

weeks and the support of all staff has really paid off. All the children sang their 

hearts out . We would like to thank St Luke’s church for hosting us. Mr Johnson is 

the Church Warden and it has been his church since he was a young boy.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Junior children had an art competition to design the programme – the winning 

entries were used on the night. Well done Kyran and Ethan .  

Mrs Caller, Mrs Oliver, Mrs 

Reid and Mrs White put        

together a lovely Nativity, ‘Shine 

Star Shine’.  The  

children from the 

Pre-School and  

Reception sang   

Christmas songs  

beautifully.  A huge 

well done to the  

teachers, children 

and parents.  

A special thank you 

to Mr Saroya for  

producing the DVD.  

Happy Retirement 
We are sad to say goodbye to 
two of our Kitchen staff—Ms 
Street and Mrs Wood who  
have both worked at Bryony 
School for over 34 years!   
We wish them all the very best 
in their well earned retirement. 

You will both be missed and 
always  be a part of the Bryony  
family.  

Dear Parents /Carers 

We have had another full 

and action packed term. 

We hope you enjoy      

reading this newsletter 

which provides a brief 

snapshot of life here in our 

happy school.  

Highlights include the 

Christmas performances, 

Carol Singing, visits to the 

Pantomime, the Christmas 

Fayre and visits to the 

Royal Engineers Museum 

to see Mrs Margett’s 1,000     

hand -knitted poppies  

 

We would like to wish all 

our pupils, parents, staff 

and friends of Bryony a 

happy and restful      

Christmas break. See you 

all on Wednesday 3rd 

January 2018! 

 

Mr & Mrs Edmunds 

Bryony School Autumn Term 

2017 Winter Newsletter 

Editors Mrs Twigg & Mrs 
Notley 
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Straw and Order Christmas  

Early Years Nativity 



We would like to say a huge thank 
you to Father Christmas who,        
despite his incredibly busy schedule, 
visited children from the Nursery to 
Year 2 on our Christmas dinner day. 
The children were very excited.        
Father Christmas told them about his 
important job and reminded them to be good and kind.  Thank you to FoBs for kindly donating gifts.  The 
Junior  children received Christmas gifts on the last day of term. 

Father Christmas 

visited Bryony! 
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Mr Johnson  and the Junior Carol Singers were on top form as 
they sang a variety of traditional and modern Christmas Carols at 
Platters Farm.  The visitors and  residents also heard some 
songs from this year’s School Christmas Performance. They 

loved hearing the children sing and 
joined in by ringing bells through Jingle 
Bells. The children were  delighted to 
received  home made biscuits and gifts 
to take home.  
 

Our Carol Singers also entertained the 
shoppers at Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre. Many parents, friends and family were also there to support 
the children. The  children sang a variety of carols and raised a total of £192.03 for the Great Ormond Street 
Children's Charity.  

A huge 
thank  
you to Mr 
Johnson 
and our 
children 
for all 
your hard 
work in 
preparing 
for 
these 
singing 
events. You made us very proud. 

Bryony Carol Singers  



Christmas Shop 
The FoBS team led by Mrs  
Jarvis once again came          
together to provide the children 
with a shop where they could 
buy gifts for their family. It was 
very popular and a great       
success. 

Christmas Presents 
Christmas presents were 
bought by FoBS to be given to 
all     children . The infants 
were lucky enough to have  
Father  Christmas personally 
deliver their gifts. Thanks to the   
volunteers who shopped for 

and wrapped the gifts. 
  
Christmas Fayre 
This was a great effort from the 
team of parents, teachers and 
staff who volunteered their time 
to help make the Fayre a   
success. Children and their 
families enjoyed visiting Father  

Christmas in his grotto, getting 
a glitter tattoo, enjoying a hot 
dog and hot drink, playing 
Lucky Envelopes and Pin the 
Nose on Rudolf to name just a 
few of the exciting array of 
stalls.   
 
FoBs made £570.26 . We 
would like to take this  
opportunity to thank    
 everyone involved!   

Friends of Bryony School (FoBs) 
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Panto time! 

This year the Pre-school and Reception children  
enjoyed ‘The Lion Who Came for Christmas’ at 
the Brook Theatre.  It was an  interactive  
adventure and the children loved joining in with 
the cast. 
 
Years 1 to 6  went to the Central Theatre to 
watch ‘Sleeping Beauty’.  The children are  
always excited at this time of year and All the 
children (and staff) loved both Pantomimes and 
we were so very proud of the good behaviour of 
our pupils. Given we all sat at the very front of 
the auditorium, there was no escape for poor Mr 
Johnson who was ‘lucky’ enough to receive  
special attention from the Nurse throughout the 
show. He even got serenaded and brought up on 
stage ! Thank you for being one of the stars of 
the show Mr Johnson and making us laugh so 
much! 



“On November 7th two   
Magistrates named Tracey and 
Carol came from the court to 
talk to Year 6 about what they 
do. We started by telling the 
Magistrates what we knew 
about crime and they were very 
impressed with our knowledge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We then put on a play where 
Andy Pincher (Tristan) got        
arrested for theft of an I-phone 
X. Other characters in this play 
included Andy's’ mum (Jesse), 
two police officers (Isla and  
Tanaka) and a lawyer (Freddie). 
We then ordered and talked 
about four different types of  
punishments. We decided that 
the order would be final  
warning, fine, unpaid work 
(conditional discharge) and lastly 
prison, meaning that prison is 
the worst  punishment. We 
watched a video about a woman 
who had been caught  
shop-lifting and got a prison  
sentence.  I couldn't even   
imagine how scary it would be 
when the metal door closes. I 

caught up with some of the   
children afterwards. Here’s what 
they thought.  
 
Tanaka said, ‘It was amazing, 
brilliant.’ Jamie  thought it was 
excellent because of the  
explanations. Tristan said, ‘It 
was good learning and the  
demonstrations helped us  
understand the process’.  
 
All in all it was an interesting 
experience and made us think 
carefully about what the  
consequences of our actions 
could be. 
 
We are very grateful to Tracey 
and carol for giving up their time 
to talk to us”.  Kyran, Year 6   

Medway Magistrates Visit  
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Dickens Society 

Year 5 and 6 had the pleasure 
of  a visit from The Dickens 
Society to retell and act part of 
Charles Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol.  Children enjoyed         
dressing up and acting with the 
cast.  Mrs Claxton and Mrs 
Ware dressed up—Mrs Ware 
was dressed as a turkey for 

Christmas dinner! We donated £48 to the 
society for which they were very grateful. 
The children sent letters to say thank you 
and look forward to seeing them again.  

 

A fun way of covering a cross curriculum 
theme of History and English.  

Mrs Claxton 



On 7th November, Year 2 went 
on the minibus to Kent Life to 
bring our topic of Ancient Egypt 
to life. The children looked 
splendid as ancient Egyptians. 
They participated in many  
workshops including building 

pyramids, magical medicine 
and dancing with the pharaoh. 
The most popular  workshops 
taught the children about rope 
making  and mummification.  
 

Thank you to all the year 2    
parents for the wonderful  
costumes and all the year 2 
children for their excellent  
behaviour . Mrs Farnes and 
Mrs Paice 

Egyptian Day at Kent Life 
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Reception - Rochester Fire Station  

Friday 17th November was a very 
busy and exciting day for the          
Reception classes.  In the morning we 
headed off in the minibus to the new 
Rochester Fire Station.  We were all 
very excited to see the equipment the 
fire officers use, as we have been 
learning about this in our topic on 
‘People That Help Us’.   We were 

met by Terry and introduced to John 
and Wicky and then shown around the 
station.  Wicky showed us the control 
room which receives the calls and 

then took us to see where the fire   
officers slept during the night.  We saw 
all the uniform the officers have 30 
seconds to get into and the fire officers 
got Mrs Caller to try to put them on in 

that time. She was much slower! We 
then tried on the helmets and jackets  

ourselves.  They were very 
heavy!  Then Terry, John and Wicky 
showed us a fire engine and all the  
equipment on it.  We were allowed in it 

and even turned on the 
sirens!  Terry drove the engine  
outside so we could use the hose 
pipe to spray water at a training  
building.  The hose was very heavy 
but Michael sprayed the water into 
the window!  Mrs Oliver sprayed 

the hose too and Terry made the 
water go very high and we all got 
wet. Jeevat then got to ride in the 
fire engine as we went back        
inside.  John took us into the 
kitchen and restroom and we had 
some biscuits there, then Terry took 
us to see the pole.  It was very long! 
Terry came down the pole when we 
were all downstairs.  We then had 
to say goodbye and go back to 
school with Mr Sparks.  When we 
got back to school it was Red Nose 
Day and we had to find as many 
coloured dots as we could.  We ate 
cakes that were made for the Bake 
Off and coloured in our Pudsey 
Bears.  We had a very fun and busy 
day! 
Mrs Caller & Mrs Oliver 



As part of our work on  
Remembrance, pupils from  
Reception to Year 4  
visited the Royal Engineers 
Museum and completed  
remembrance workshops and 
bridge building exercises.   
All pupils viewed the ‘5,000 
Poppies exhibition’ – a  
colourful community tribute of 
respect and remembrance.  
 
The display which features 
knitted, crocheted and felt  
poppies crafted by local  
people including our very own 
Mrs Margett (one of our 
lovely cooks) who contributed 
1000 knitted poppies to the 
display. We are extremely 
proud of Mrs Margett’s 
efforts towards this project 
which has  
captured the  
imagination of the  
local community to 

Remembrance  
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such an extent that, in 
all, over 20,000  
flowers made by more 
than 1,000  
contributors are on 
show.  We are  
informed that next year 
the Royal Engineer’s 
Museum are  
expecting to display 
100,000 poppies! 

Year 4  


